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Our Vision d Healthy Kansans living in safe and sustainable environments.


http://www.kdheks.gov/

Kansas Dental Workforce



The Objective of the Workforce
Project
Improve Access to Dental Care by

Strengthening the Kansas Dental
Workforce

HOW?

A Provide Data on the Strength of the KS Dental Workforce
In Kansas

A Bring Together an Advisory Group for On -Going
Discussions about Dental Workforce Issues

A Provide Funds to Create Programs to Increase the
Numbers of Dentists and Dental Hygienists Serving
Kansas Underserved Communities
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Kansas’ Dental Workforce

e Dentists, Dental
Hygienists, Extended
Care Permit
Hygienists, Dental
Assistants

£ Private Practices,
Safety Net Clinics,
Outreach Sites

Department of Health
and Environment




Kansas Dentists

e 1,404 Dentists Licensed
and Active In KS

e 1,187 General Dentists
(Non-Specialists)

e Kansas Law Regulates
Dentistry through the
Kansas Dental Practice
Act

e 4 Year Graduate
Program but Kansas has
no In-State Dental
School
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KS Registered Dental Hygienists

e 1,656 RDHs Actively
Practicing in Kansas

E Must be Supervised by
a Dentist, Although Not
Necessarily on Site

E Scope of Practice:
Cleaning, Scaling &
Root Planing, Sealants,
Preventive Proceduresod
Fl Varnish, Oral
Hygiene Instruction
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KS Registered Dental Hygienists
(Cont.)

e Five Dental Hygiene
Programs in Kansas in
Addition to UMKC and
Concorde (KCMO)

e Hygienists are Licensed
by the Kansas Dental
Board in Accordance
with the Kansas Dental
Practice Act




Kansas RDH Extended Care
Permits
e Experienced Dental Hygienists May Obtain an
Extended Care Permit (ECP)
A ECP | (43)0 Schools, FQHCs, LHDs
A ECP Il (81)0 Patients with Special Needs, Elders

e ECPs Perform Hygiene Services in Public
Health Settings (NO Expanded Scope of
Practice) Without a Dentist Seeing the Patient

e ECPs Have a Sponsoring Dentist who Reviews
their Charts, But May N
Patients
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Dental Assistants

e Assist Dentist Chairside under Direct
Supervision

e Generally not Regulated by Kansas Dental
Boardeée.except for:

A Scaling Assistantso Assistants that have been
trained to clean teeth above the gumline.
£ Other than Scaling Assistants, No Educational
Program Is Required to Work as a Dental
Assistant in Kansas.




Why Are We Concerned About
Kansas’ Dental Workforce?

Access to Dental Professionals is
Crucial to Good Oral Health.

Dentists are Hard to Find in
Certain Geographic Areas
and for Certain Population
Groups:

A Frontier and Rural Areas
A Children on Medicaid

A Uninsured and Low
Income Populations
Cannot Afford Care

People with Disabilities

Racial and Ethnic
Minorities

>
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Kansas Department of Health and Environment
Bureau of Local and Rural Health

Dental HPSAs as of March 2011
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Kansas Medicaid

264,430 Kansas Children on Medicaid or
Healthwave

411 Dentists are Enrolled Medicaid Providers
who had a Paid Claim Last Year

153 Treated 100 or more Medicaid Patients

Why so Few?

A Low Reimbursement
A Patients are Difficult d No Shows, High Trt Needs




Dental Needs In Kansas Children

e 25% of Kansas Kids Have Untreated Dental
Decay

A Highest in NW (54%), NC (64%) and SW (46%)
e 55% of Kansas Kids Have Experienced Dental
Decay by 39 Grade

£ 34% had Dental Sealants
e Higher Decay Rates in Low Income Families
e African American Children had Fewer Sealants




Table: Percentage of Children Screened 2008-2009
in Kansas Counties with “Untreated Dental Decay”
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Uninsured and Low Income

Adults
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